


“Luke 15 is one of the most
important chapters in all the Bible.
It includes three of the most famous
parables ever told.”



In his incarnation he came after the lost sheep, in
his life he continued to seek it, in his death he laid
it upon his shoulders, in his resurrection he bore
it on its way, and in his ascension he brought it
home rejoicing. Our Lord’s career is a course of
soul-winning, a life laid out for his people; and in
it you may trace the whole process of salvation.
[Spurgeon]







Publicans: tax-collectors, worked for the
Roman government, the nation that had
conquered Israel. Therefore, they were
considered traitors to both Israel and God.

Sinners: were the rank immoral and
unjust who did not keep the law.



By this accusation they insinuated
that Christ liked to associate with the
sinful and vile, and was insensible
to their wickedness.



NOTE: Christ was not of the world, but
He was out in the world trying to reach
men for God. The true believer is to “go
ye into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature [sinner]” (Mk.
16:15). The believer goes; he does not
sit back and wait on sinners to come to
him and the church. He goes out where
the sinners are.



The wide-spreading tablelands on the
east of Jordan afforded abundant
pasturage for flocks, and through the
gorges and over the wooded hills had
wandered many a lost sheep, to be
searched for and brought back by the
shepherd's care.



In the company about Jesus there
were shepherds, and also men who
had money invested in flocks and
herds, and all could appreciate His
illustration:











By the lost sheep Christ represents not only the
individual sinner but the one world that has
apostatized and has been ruined by sin. This
world is but an atom in the vast dominions over
which God presides, yet this little fallen world—the
one lost sheep is more precious in His sight than
are the ninety and nine that went not astray from
the fold.



For this He left the sinless worlds on high,
the ninety and nine that loved Him, and came
to this earth, to be “wounded for our
transgressions” and “bruised for our
iniquities.











NOTE: The sheep represents the
unbeliever, the sinner who
wanders out in the wilderness of
the world, the person who has gone
astray and is lost to God.









By creation and by redemption they
are His, and they are of value in His
sight. As the shepherd loves his sheep,
and cannot rest if even one be missing,
so, in an infinitely higher degree,
does God love every outcast soul.









Note: The sheep was lost
because of itself.

A sheep loses itself in one of four ways.



1. The sheep is attracted by
something out “in the wilderness,”
[1John 2:16]





1. The sheep is attracted by something out “in the
wilderness,” [1John 2:16]

2. It aimlessly wanders off, and
while it is getting lost, the sheep does
not know it is losing its way. The sheep
is already lost when it discovers it has
lost its way. [Lam 4:14;1Tim 4:16; Pro
21:16]













1. The sheep is attracted by something out “in the
wilderness,” [1John 2:16]

2. It aimlessly wanders off.

3. The sheep is not attached
enough to the shepherd or to the
other sheep. [Heb 10:25; John 15:4]







1. The sheep is attracted by something out “in the
wilderness,” [1John 2:16]

2. It aimlessly wanders off.
3. The sheep is not attached enough to the shepherd or to
the other sheep. [Hebrews 10:25; John 15:4]

4. The sheep does not trust the
shepherd. It goes astray in search
of greener pasture.
[Proverbs 3:5]











NOTE: the sheep was sought until
found. As long as the sheep was lost,
seeking it was the primary purpose and
reason for the shepherd. The search
was urgent, He went after the one lost
sheep as though it were the only one.



The sheep that has strayed from the fold is
the most helpless of all creatures. It must be
sought for by the shepherd, for it cannot
find its way back. So with the soul that has
wandered away from God; he is as helpless
as the lost sheep, and unless divine love
had come to his rescue he could never
find his way to God



















In his incarnation he came after the lost sheep, in
his life he continued to seek it, in his death he laid
it upon his shoulders, in his resurrection he bore
it on its way, and in his ascension he brought it
home rejoicing. Our Lord’s career is a course of
soul-winning, a life laid out for his people; and in
it you may trace the whole process of salvation.
[Spurgeon]



Observation:

1. the shepherd’s labor was not
in vain. [Isaiah 53:11]





So if there had been but one lost
soul, Christ would have died for
that one



2. The shepherd tenderly called the lost
sheep “my sheep” “my sheep which was
lost.” It was his, no matter how dirty,
filthy, unclean, destitute, depraved,
ugly or lost it had been.





Ø Vile person
Ø Murderer
Ø Immoral person
Ø Child abuser
Ø Prostitute
Ø Drug addict [1 John 4:8]

God is love





“A story has often been told of the fondness of
parents for their children; how in a famine in the East
a father and mother were reduced to absolute
starvation, and the only possibility of preserving the
life of the family was to sell one of the children into
slavery. So they considered it.



The pinch of hunger became unbearable, and their
children pleading for bread tugged so painfully at
their heart-strings, that they must entertain the idea
of selling one to save the lives of the rest. They had
four sons. Who of these should be sold? It must not
be the first: how could they spare their first-born?



The second was so strangely like his father that he
seemed a reproduction of him, and the mother said
that she would never part with him. The third was so
singularly like the mother that the father said he
would sooner die than that this dear boy should go
into bondage; and as for the fourth, he was their
Benjamin, their last, their darling, and they could not
part with him.



They concluded that it were better for
them all to die together than willingly to
part with any one of their children.”






