
Wheat and Tares



Through the parables which 
Jesus spoke to the Jews, he 

brought their minds 
to prophecies which had foretold 
the very things which were then 

being enacted. 
- 3SP 35.1



Wheat and Tares
Matthew 13:24-30; 36-43



Matthew 13: 24

24 Another parable put he forth 
unto them, saying, The kingdom of 

heaven is likened unto a man 
which sowed 

good seed in his field:



The field," Christ said, "is the 
world." But we must understand 

this as signifying 
the church of Christ in the world.

The parable is a description of that 
which pertains to the kingdom of 

God, His work of salvation of men; 
and this work is accomplished 
through the church. - COL 70.2



We rejoice to hear from all parts of 
the field that the testimony to the 

Laodiceans is being received, and is 
producing good results upon 

the remnant. May the work go 
deep and thorough in every heart. 
- ARSH November 13, 1856, page 

13.22



And the dragon was wroth with the 
woman, and went to make war with 

the remnant of her seed, which 
keep the commandments of God, 

and have 
the testimony of Jesus Christ.

Revelation 12:17



THE REMNANT CHURCH, SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST (SDA),  IN ALL THE WORLD

THE FIELD



Matthew 13: 24
… The kingdom 

of heaven is 
likened unto a 

man which 
sowed 

good seed
in his field



Being born again, not of corruptible 
seed, but of incorruptible, by the 

word of God, which liveth and 
abideth for ever.  But the word of 

the Lord endureth for ever. And this 
is the word which by the gospel is 

preached unto you.
1 Peter 1:23, 25 KJV



The parable of the wheat and the tares 
shows the mystery of the divine and the 

satanic agencies working in direct 
opposition, in vital conflict. The conflict 

continues till the close of this earth's 
history. The incorruptible seed is the 

living Word of God, which works in the 
personal sanctification of the receivers, 

elevating them by bringing them into the 
participation of the divine nature. CTr 236.3



The seeds of Wheat, true doctrines

• Sanctuary- cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary with 
Christ ministry in the Most Holy Place having begun on 
October 22, 1844

• Second coming- personal, visible, premillennial return 
of Jesus

• Sabbath-the obligation to observe the seventh-day 
Sabbath and the role of the Sabbath in the great end-
time conflict prophesied in Revelation 11-14

• Spirit of Prophecy- Ellen White’s ministry as a modern 
manifestation  

• State of the dead- that immortality is not an inherent 
human quality but something people receive only 
through faith in Jesus



Matthew 13: 25

25 But while men slept, 
his enemy came and sowed tares 
among the wheat, and went his 

way.



While men slept, Satan has been 
steadily stealing a march upon us, 

working up the advantages given him 
to have things after his own order. 
The Lord has revealed to us that 

the Laodicean message applies to the 
church at this time, and yet how few 
make a practical application of it to 

themselves. 15MR 306.1



"At this time the 
Laodicean message is 

to be given, 
to arouse

a slumbering church." 
{SpTB02 14.3}



“The message to the 
Laodiceans is applicable to 

Seventh-day Adventists
who have had great light 

and have not walked in the 
light.” 2SM 66.2



If every soldier of Christ had done his 
duty, if every watchman on the walls 

of Zion had given the trumpet a 
certain sound, the world might ere this 

have heard the message of warning. 
But the work is years behind. While 
men have slept, Satan has stolen a 

march upon us. - Testimonies for the 
Church 9:29



Matthew 13: 25

25 But while 
men slept, his 
enemy came 

and 
sowed tares

among the 
wheat, and 

went his way.



In the East, men sometimes took 
revenge upon an enemy by 

strewing his newly sown fields with 
the seeds of some noxious weed 

that, while growing, closely 
resembled wheat. Springing up 

with the wheat, it injured the crop 
and brought trouble and loss to the 

owner of the field. - COL 71.1



Every Christian is a standard-bearer of 
righteous principles. Let there be 

no lowering of the standard, 
no countenancing of wrong movements.

It was while men slept that the enemy 
sowed tares among the wheat. It is the 
unwatchful, sleeping condition of God's 
servants that implicates them with their 

associates in guilt.
- 18LtMs, Ms 128, 1903, par. 7



The seeds of Tares, false doctrines 
• Spiritualism entered the church
• Liturgical centered worship styles
• Ecumenical compromise
• Evangelism that is number driven
• Baptizing the unconverted
• Changing the names and symbols of our churches
• Itching ears syndrome (not following sound 

doctrine)
• The conflict over music, dressing, women 

ordination and homosexuality
• Leaving the church organization (offshoots)



While growing, the tares resemble
the wheat



Matthew 13: 26, 27
26 But when the blade was sprung 
up, and brought forth fruit, 

then appeared the tares also.
27 So the servants of the 

householder came and said unto 
him, Sir, didst not thou sow good 

seed in thy field? 
from whence then hath it tares?



Which is wheat and which is tares?



16 Ye shall know them by their 
fruits. Do men gather grapes of 

thorns, or figs of thistles?
17 Even so every good tree 

bringeth forth good fruit; but a 
corrupt tree bringeth forth 

evil fruit. Matthew 7:16, 17 KJV



Grain good for food; 
nourishing

Soporific poison
cause drowsiness or sleep



The time of the harvest will fully 
determine the character of the two 
classes specified under the figure of 

the tares and the wheat… 
False doctrine is one of the Satanic 
influences that work in the church, 

and brings into it those who 
are unconverted in heart. 
RH September 5, 1893, par. 4



The tares have the appearance of 
wheat, but when the harvest comes 

they must be rejected…The Lord 
would have His work in the 

preaching of the gospel so done that 
there will be 

no encouragement to evil workers, 
no toleration of evil associations in 

Christian assemblies. CTr 236.5



Matthew 13:28
28 He said unto them, 

An enemy hath done this. 
The servants said unto him, 

Wilt thou then that we go and 
gather them up?



The tares were noxious weeds, very 
annoying to the cultivator of the soil, for they 

sprang up together with the good grain. 
There was danger of 

disturbing the roots of the wheat, and 
destroying the young blades, if the weeds 

were rudely pulled from among them; 
besides this, 

the tares so closely resembled the grain, 
while growing, that it was hard to distinguish 

the one from the other. - 2SP 247.3



29 But he said, Nay; lest while ye 
gather up the tares, ye root up also 

the wheat with them. Matthew 13:29



29 But he said, Nay; lest while ye 
gather up the tares, ye root up also 

the wheat with them. Matthew 13:29



Matthew 13:30
30 Let both grow together 

until the harvest…



The tares and the wheat are 
to grow together until the 

harvest; and 
the harvest is the 

end of probationary time. 
- COL 71.3



---Probationary time for SDA ---

Wheat and Tares growing together



During Probationary Time for SDA: 
Can tares become wheat?



Say unto them, As I live, saith the 
Lord God , I have no pleasure in the 

death of the wicked; but that 
the wicked turn from his way and 
live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil 
ways; for why will ye die, O house 

of Israel?
Ezekiel 33:11 KJV



Let the wicked forsake his way, 
and the unrighteous man his 

thoughts: and let him return unto 
the Lord , and he will have mercy 
upon him; and to our God, for he 

will abundantly pardon.
Isaiah 55:7 KJV



The Savior does not point forward 
to a time 

when all the tares become wheat. 
- COL 75.1



During Probationary Time for SDA: 
Can wheat become tares?



But when the righteous turneth away 
from his righteousness, and committeth
iniquity, and doeth according to all the 

abominations that the wicked man 
doeth, shall he live? All his 

righteousness that he hath done shall 
not be mentioned: in his trespass that 
he hath trespassed, and in his sin that 
he hath sinned, in them shall he die. 

Ezekiel 18:24 KJV



Be not deceived: 
evil communications 

corrupt good manners.
1 Corinthians 15:33 KJV



Revelation 7: 2

And I saw another angel 
ascending 

from the east, 

having the seal of the 
living God: 



“I then saw the third angel [Rev.14:9-11]. 
Said my accompanying angel, ‘Fearful is His work. 

Awful is his mission. He is the angel that 
is to select the wheat from the tares

and

seal or bind, the wheat 
for the heavenly garner. These things should engross 

the whole mind, the whole attention.”’
E G White, Early Writing, p.118



Are parents placing the mark of God upon 
their households in this their 

day of probation and privilege? Are not 
many fathers and mothers placing their 

responsibilities into others' hands? Do not 
many of them think that the minister 

should take the burden, and see to it that 
their children are converted, and that 
the seal of God is placed upon them?

RH May 21, 1895, par. 3





4TH COMMANDMENT



---Probationary time for SDA ---

Judging of Righteous dead

Sealing of SDA believers 

Wheat and Tares growing together

THIRD ANGEL WITH THE SEALING MESSAGE  



Matthew 13:30
30 Let both grow together 

until the harvest…



The tares so closely resembled the wheat 
that the laborers might easily be deceived 
when the blades were green, and root out 
the good plants. But when the field was 

white for the harvest, then the worthless 
weeds bore no resemblance to 

the wheat that bowed under the weight of 
its full, ripe heads. Then the tares were 

ruthlessly plucked up and destroyed, while 
the precious grain was gathered into barns. -

2SP 249.1



The Field at harvest



The tares and the wheat are 
to grow together until the 

harvest; and 
the harvest is the 

end of probationary time. 
- COL 71.3



---Probationary time for SDA ---

Judging of Righteous dead

Sealing of SDA believers 

Wheat and Tares growing together

THIRD ANGEL WITH THE SEALING MESSAGE  



What is the signal that 
probationary time is 

ended for SDA?



Eternity demands of you 
individually a solid experience, 

such as will stand the test, and it is 
in this precious probationary time 

that you must obtain thorough 
transformation of character.

5LtMs, Lt 15, 1888, par. 8



When the test comes, it will be 
clearly shown what the mark of the 
beast is. It is the keeping of Sunday. 
- The S.D.A. Bible Commentary 7:980 

(1900).  - LDE 224.2



“And he causeth all, both
small and great, 
rich and poor, 
free and bond, 

to receive a mark in their 
right hand, or in their 

foreheads” 
(Revelation 13: 16)



“Sunday is our MARK of 
authority…the church is above the 

Bible and this transference of Sabbath 
observance is proof of that fact.” 
The Catholic Record of London, 

Ontario, Canada, September 1, 1923



---Probationary time for SDA ---

Judging of Righteous dead

Sealing of SDA believers 

National Sunday Law passed

Wheat and Tares growing together

THIRD ANGEL WITH THE SEALING MESSAGE  



What does the passing of the 
National Sunday Law signal?



In 1888, in the USA congress, Senator Blair had 
introduced his 

Blair Act to pass a National Sunday Law. 

About that same time (around 1887-1888), 
E. G White penned the next two statements:



"It is no time to be ashamed of our faith. We 
are a spectacle to the world, to angels, and 
to men. The whole universe is looking with 

inexpressible interest to see the closing 
work of the great controversy between 

Christ and Satan. At such a time as this, just 
as the great work of judging the living is to 
begin, shall we allow unsanctified ambition 

to take possession of the heart? 
- 5 Testimonies, 526.1



"Now, when the great work of 
judging the living is about to 

begin, shall we allow unsanctified 
ambition to take possession of 

the heart and lead us to neglect 
the education required to meet 
the needs in this day of peril?. “

- 6 Testimonies, 130:1



From her two statements, written in 
the time context of the then 

threatened 
National Sunday Law,

E. G White here indicates that if the 
Blair Act had passed, it would be the  

signal that the commencement of 
the judgment of the righteous living

and a blotting out of their sins began.



The trial and test of every character is 
to be during probationary time, for 
there is to be no second probation. 

The judgment must and will be perfect 
according to the well understood great 

moral standard of righteousness.
7LtMs, Lt 52, 1891, par. 52



The signal that probationary time is 
ended for SDA is the passing of the 

National Sunday Law, the test;
which commences the 

judgment of the righteous living.



---Probationary time for SDA ---

Judging of Righteous dead

Sealing of SDA believers 

National Sunday Law passed
Commencement of Judgment of 

righteous living

Wheat and Tares growing together

THIRD ANGEL WITH THE SEALING MESSAGE  



1 Peter 4:17
For the time is come that 

judgment must begin at the house 
of God: and if it first begin at us, 

what shall the end be of them that 
obey not the gospel of God?



The time of the judgment is a most 
solemn period, when 

the Lord gathers His own from among 
the tares. Those who have been 
members of the same family are 

separated. 
Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel 

Workers, 234. 



As the books of record are opened in the 
judgment, the lives of all who have 

believed on Jesus come in review before 
God. Beginning with those who first lived upon 
the earth, our Advocate presents the cases of 

each successive generation… Every name is 
mentioned, every case closely investigated. 

Names are accepted, names 
rejected. GC 483.1



---Probationary time for SDA ---

Judging of Righteous dead

Sealing of SDA believers 

National Sunday Law passed
Commencement of Judgment of 

righteous living
Close of Probation for SDA

as a people

Wheat and Tares growing together

THIRD ANGEL WITH THE SEALING MESSAGE  



In every age of the world
there is given to men their day 

of light and privileges, a 
probationary time in which 

they may become reconciled 
with God. - 3SP 11.2



---Probationary time for SDA ---

Judging of Righteous dead

Sealing of SDA believers 

National Sunday Law passed
Commencement of Judgment of 

righteous living
Close of Probation for SDA

as a people

Wheat and Tares growing together

---Probationary time for the world---

THIRD ANGEL WITH THE SEALING MESSAGE  



Revelation 18:4

And I heard another voice from 
heaven, saying, 

Come out of her, my people, 
that ye be not partakers of her sins, 

and that ye receive not of her plagues.



“And he causeth all, both small and 
great, rich and poor, free and bond, to 
receive a mark in their right hand, or 

in their foreheads: And that 
no man might buy or sell, save he that 

had the mark, or the name of the 
beast, or the number of his name."

This is the test that the people of God 
must have before they are sealed. 

Maranatha 164



Another account of the Sealing
in Ezekiel 9

1 He cried also in mine ears with 
a loud voice, saying, Cause them 
that have charge over the city to 
draw near, even every man with 

his destroying weapon in his 
hand. Ezekiel 9: 1



2 And, behold, six men came from the 
way of the higher gate, which lieth
toward the north, and every man a 
slaughter weapon in his hand; and 
one man among them was clothed 

with linen, with a writer's inkhorn by 
his side: and they went in, and stood 
beside the brasen altar. Ezekiel 9: 2



3 And the glory of the God of 
Israel was gone up from the 

cherub, whereupon he was, to 
the threshold of the house. And 

he called to the man clothed 
with linen, which had the 

writer's inkhorn by his side; 
Ezekiel 9: 3



4 And the LORD said unto him, 
Go through the midst of the 

city, through the midst of 
Jerusalem, and set a mark upon 
the foreheads of the men that 

sigh and that cry for all the 
abominations that be done in 
the midst thereof. Ezekiel 9: 4



---Probationary time for SDA ---

Judging of Righteous dead

Sealing of SDA believers 

National Sunday Law passed
Commencement of Judgment of 

righteous living
Close of Probation for SDA

as a people

Judging of Righteous living

Sealing of  those 
hearing the truth

Wheat and Tares separatedWheat and Tares growing together

---Probationary time for the world---

THIRD ANGEL WITH THE SEALING MESSAGE  



I saw angels hurrying to and fro in heaven. 
An angel with a writer’s inkhorn by his 

side returned from the earth and reported 
to Jesus that his work was done, and 

the saints were numbered and 
sealed. Then I saw Jesus, who had been 
ministering before the ark containing the 

Ten Commandments, throw down the 
censer. He raised His hands, and with a 
loud voice said. “It is done.” {SR 402.2}



Revelation 22:11

He that is unjust, let him be unjust 
still: and he which is filthy, let him be 
filthy still: and he that is righteous, 

let him be righteous still: and he that 
is holy, let him be holy still



sealed in humility marked in pride

The field, the church of Christ in the world, at harvest



The General Close of Probation

When the work of investigation shall 
be ended, when the cases of those 

who in all ages have professed to be 
followers of Christ have been 

examined and decided, then, and not 
till then, probation will close, and the 

door of mercy will be shut. {GC 428.2}



---Probationary time for SDA ---

General close 
of Probation 

Judging of Righteous dead

Sealing of SDA believers 

National Sunday Law passed
Commencement of Judgment of 

righteous living
Close of Probation for SDA

as a people

Judging of Righteous living

Sealing of  those 
hearing the truth

Wheat and Tares separatedWheat and Tares growing together

---Probationary time for the world---

THIRD ANGEL WITH THE SEALING MESSAGE  



Then the plagues will come 
upon the wicked, and they 
do not come till Jesus puts 
on that garment, and takes 

His place upon the great 
white cloud. SpM 2.1 



---Probationary time for SDA ---

General close 
of Probation 

Judging of Righteous dead

Sealing of SDA believers 

National Sunday Law passed
Commencement of Judgment of 

righteous living
Close of Probation for SDA

as a people

Judging of Righteous living

Sealing of  those 
hearing the truth

Wheat and Tares separatedWheat and Tares growing together

---Probationary time for the world---

THIRD ANGEL WITH THE SEALING MESSAGE  7 Last 
Plagues



Matthew 13:30
…and in the time of harvest I will 

say to the reapers, 
Gather ye together first the tares, 
and bind them in bundles to burn 

them



5 And to the others he said 
in mine hearing, 

Go ye after him through the 
city, and smite: let not your 
eye spare, neither have ye 

pity: Ezekiel 9: 4, 5



6 Slay utterly old and young, both 
maids, and little children, and 

women: but come not near any 
man upon whom is the mark; and 
begin at my sanctuary. Then they 
began at the ancient men which 

were before the house. Ezekiel 9: 6



The mark of deliverance has been set upon 
those "that sigh and that cry for all the 

abominations that be done." 
Now the angel of death goes forth, 
represented in Ezekiel's vision by 

the men with the slaughtering weapons, 
to whom the command is given: "Slay 

utterly old and young, both maids, and 
little children, and women: but come not 

near any man upon whom is the mark;
and begin at My sanctuary." - GC 656.2



Sinners who make false pretensions of 
piety mingle together for a time with 
the true followers of Christ, and this 
external semblance of Christianity is 

calculated to deceive many. But 
in the harvest of the world there will 
be no likeness between good and evil. 
The wicked will be gathered from the 

righteous, to trouble them no more 
forever. - 2SP 249.1



Says the prophet: "They began at the 
ancient men which were before the 
house." Ezekiel 9:1 - 6. The work of 

destruction begins among those who 
have professed to be the spiritual 

guardians of the people. 
The false watchmen are the first to fall. 
There are none to pity or to spare. Men, 

women, maidens, and little children 
perish together.  - GC 656.2



Who are standing in the counsel of 
God at this time? Is it those who 

virtually excuse wrongs among the 
professed people of God and who 

murmur in their hearts, if not openly, 
against those who would reprove sin? 
Is it those who take their stand against 
them and sympathize with those who 
commit wrong? No, indeed! 3T 267.1



They will fall in the general 
destruction of the wicked, 
represented by the work of 

the five men bearing 
slaughter weapons. 3T 267.1



Matthew 13:30
…and in the time of harvest I will 

say to the reapers…
gather the wheat into my barn.



1 He that dwelleth in the secret place 
of the most High shall abide under the 

shadow of the Almighty.
2 I will say of the LORD, He is my 

refuge and my fortress: my God; in him 
will I trust.

3 Surely he shall deliver thee from the 
snare of the fowler, and from the 
noisome pestilence. Psalm 91: 1-3



4 He shall cover thee with his feathers, and 
under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth 

shall be thy shield and buckler.
5 Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by 
night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day;

6 Nor for the pestilence that walketh in 
darkness; nor for the destruction that 

wasteth at noonday.
7 A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten 
thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not 

come nigh thee. Psalm 91: 4-7



8 Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold 
and see the reward of the wicked.

9 Because thou hast made the LORD, which 
is my refuge, even the most High, thy 

habitation;
10 There shall no evil befall thee, neither 
shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling.

11 For he shall give his angels charge over 
thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.

Psalm 91: 8-11



Matthew 13: 43

Then shall 
the righteous shine forth as the sun 
in the kingdom of their Father. Who 

hath ears to hear, let him hear.



So also is 
the resurrection of the dead.

It is sown in corruption; it is raised in 
incorruption:  It is sown in dishonor; 
it is raised in glory: it is sown in 

weakness; it is raised in power:
1 Corinthians 15:42- 43 KJV



And they were
all clothed with a 

glorious white 
mantle from their 
shoulders to their 

feet. Angels were all 
about us as we 

marched over the 
sea of glass to the 

gate of the city. 
CCh 34.2 



Jesus raised His mighty, 
glorious arm, laid hold of 
the pearly gate, swung it 

back on its glittering 
hinges, and said to us, 

“You have washed your 
robes in My blood, stood 
stiffly for My truth, enter 

in.” We all marched in 
and felt that we had a 

perfect right in the city. 
CCh 34.2 





---Probationary time for SDA ---

General close 
of Probation 

7 Last 
Plagues

Second 
Coming 
of Jesus

Judging of Righteous dead

Sealing of SDA believers 

National Sunday Law passed
Commencement of Judgment of 

righteous living
Close of Probation for SDA

as a people

Judging of Righteous living

Sealing of  those 
hearing the truth

Wheat and Tares separatedWheat and Tares growing together

---Probationary time for the world---

THIRD ANGEL WITH THE SEALING MESSAGE  

THE PARABLE OF THE WHEAT AND TARES



END TIME EVENTS
IN 

Wise and Foolish Virgins
Wedding Banquet
Workers in the Vineyard

Watches of the Night
Widow’s Persistence
Wheat and Tares
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